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The ethnological treasures of the Municipality

of Kliné/Klina

The Municipality of KlinéKling has inherited from the past a remarkable
treaspre of traditions]l materal snd intengible oulture, This great wealth of
artistic expression is neither the work of certain individuals nor the
achievement of a single historical period but the common output of all people
down the ages, Folk costumes, pg an element of moterinl and mtangible
culture, are interesting, beautiful and diverse both typologically and in terms
of style and design,

They are also characterised by elements common to other ethnographic
Albaninn regions with regard to such aspects as desiyn, typology and the
colours, oreamentation and decorstion employed. The most highly omamented garments are wom by women and
mainky consist of blouses, headsearves, aprons, socks and sashes, Inthe case of men's clothing, it is socks and sashes
that have the most ornamentation.

Apart from the actual ftems of clothing, considerable interest sttaches to the fabrics used fo make them. Theor
distingnrishing features are not only the production methods but also therr many complex elements, such as the colowry
used and the design and oversll meke-up of the motifs employed. All these elements taken together determing the
unigque noture and sppeamnce of the material, which 18 a feanre of women's clothing in this region. Women are
therefore presented as great weavers and painters. Intefligent and extremely skilled, they quite often succeeded in
creating perfect objects, The most highly valoed features of these works are thedr strikingly decorative character, their
artistic composition, the close refationship between the constimuent elements of every motif, the original colouring
and & rich variety of motifs.

The motifs cooployed in these creations, which are both sttractive and historically important, are the same as those
generally employed in the case of Albanians everywhere, but there are naturally a number of sabtle local differences.
These motifs have been taken from everyday life and ane artistically stylised wsing varous geometric, floral and, in
rare cages, anthropomorphic forms. In conelusion, it is worth mentioning that the ethnological treasures presented in

this catalogue are a rich heritage contaiming traces of the ancicnt past and & great assot not only for the Kling ¥ lina
region but alse beyond its boundaries,

Rugs
Rug weaving is conzsidered to be folk ant. The rug is woven on
& loom just like many other floor coverings and items used in
the past, such as goat's wool rugs, matiresses,
tapesiries,carpets, ete. The first step in rug making is to
weave the woal yurn called the warp. The warp is wonnd on
the warp beam, and this part of the work is done outside the
loom.,
The beamn with the warp on it is put on the loom and the warp
! is then threaded into the reed and heddles. Then everything is
I3 = ready for work to begin. The other material used is the wefl, 1e
L the crosswise wool yams, which are dyed according to
requirements. Red and black are usually the dominant colours for a rug, but other colours, especially white and
preen, are used for decoration. Weaving 15 carmied out by very few women since it requires too much care and
kmowledge. Symmetry is dominant in the decoration of the centre of & rug. In addition, asymmetry can be used
within symmetrical elements in particular cases,
Decoration on ancient rugs is both surprising and interesting, a general feature being the main ormamental
symmetry of the blocks, or parts. In most patterns, each block shows the linking of two or three sequentially
repeated motify.
These ormamental sashes are sometimes divided with simple lines and sometimes with zigzag lines. The
advanced weaving technique used for rugs has evolved over a long period and requires considerable
experience.
Although these rugs may at first sight seem similar to those of other regions, they do contain distinctive
elements, as noted above, that give them their own typical appearunce compared to other rugs.
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Traditional clothing

Traditional women's clothes are made from cotton fabric. The material is
specific to these kinds of garments and is woven on a very old-style 40 cm
wide loom. Brown thread iz traditionally dyed with walnut und alder bark dye
is also used. Another feature of this type of clothing is two embroidered
aprong, one worn on the upper part of the body and fitted with specially knitted
laces as fasteners and the other worn around the waist.

Drark colours deminate. In particular the following combinations are used: red
and black, brown and black, and dark green and black. The colours employed
all have their own specific meaning. The work is carried out in two stages: one
on the loom and the other using a type of knitting needle to provide
attractiveness and style. These are the features of the folk an produced in this
region that distinguish it from elsewhere. It is worth mentioning here that the
combination of colours in the case of the shirt is both attractive and popular
even today since the contrast is a manifestation of the local folk ant,

The waisteoat 14 made from the same material and in the same design.  An mtegral par of this costume are the
socks, which are knitted using five knitting needles (different threads are used, with black being the dominant
colour in all the possible combinations mentioned above in connection with the embroidered apron), and
elbow gloves covering the hands up to the elbow and made from the same material as the shirt. The costume is
completed with a two-part beadscarf, which can also be woven on the loom, Although they may at the first
sight look similar to clothes wom elsewhere, there are, as pointed out above, distinguishing features that give
them their chamcterisic style compared to other costumes,

Bridal clothin

Bridal clothing 1s the most sumproons in all respects, such as artistic or design element= or omamentation snd

decoration.

Marhama

The marhama used to be mede of silk in white, a of other colours io maich the rest of the costume and was
peed on o loom. The bottom part is called the “hand of the merhams” and wes black and green or dark green end

eatured o small amount of handwork in the form of embroidered flowers.

Clothing wom by elderly women

The gamments wom by elderly women preserve the features of the old style of clothing much more, both with regard &o

their design and omamentation and in the way they sre worn, They differ from the costumes worn by younger women

becmise of their simplicity, their sfyle and the ormamentation and colours employed.




